Lakewood Democratic Club meeting
March 30, 2017

President Grant Mackay called the meeting to order.

Approval of February minutes postponed owing to absence of secretary with illness

Welcome
Recognition, as groups, of

· elected officials

· precinct/committee people

· city leaders

Committee chairs introduced

· Communications: Matt Kuhns and Paige Robar

· Political Activism (new standing committee): Deb Sweeney and Joshua Gonzalez

· Fundraising: Jesse Schmidt and Audrey Winkler

· Membership: Ron Petrie, and Charlotte Petrie (absent)

· Bylaws: Donna Kolis

· Book Club (new committee): Andree Boyer

· Sunshine: Carol Ward
· Community Service Program: Lindsey Grdina (introduced later)
Announcements
Mackay

· To contact me, lkwddemclubpres@gmail.com
· Club is selling pocket-sized copies of the Constitution, $1 each

Ashley Kilbane of Rocky River Democratic Club

· Club had 90 people at most recent meeting

· Seeking mentors for candidates for office (first Democratic candidates in Rocky River for many years) please contact ashleykilbane@gmail.com
· Also running for judge

Retanio Rucker, magistrate, court of common pleas juvenile division: considering 2018 candidacy for common pleas court judge

Andrew Santoli: considering 2018 candidacy for common pleas court judge

Maureen Dostal: Local resistance groups invited to meet 7 pm April 9 at Bottlehouse in Lakewood, to discuss coordinating efforts

Candidates for office invited to introduce themselves

· Cindy Marx running for re-election to city council at-large

· Tristan Rader running for city council at-large

· Ed Favre running for re-election to school board; also comments on pending auction of school board building and invites people to March 31 walk-through

· Chris Glassburn speaks on behalf of County Executive Armond Budish’s 2018 campaign for reelection, and Kathleen Clyde’s campaign for secretary of state

· Meghan George running for city council at-large

Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Michael O’Malley

· Discusses intention to take all cases where a juvenile used a serious weapon to adult court

· Answers question about supply of guns to juveniles: often obtained through other crimes

· Answers question about mental health diversion facilities: Is working with Greater Cleveland Congregations group

· Answers question about preventive programs and re-entry programs: they are needed, and in many places don’t exist

State Rep. Nikki Antonio

· Describes Governor Kasich’s “Groundhog Day” budget as another attempted shift of tax burden from upper-income to lower-income payers; efforts to cooperate with opposition members on improving it

· Notes LGBTQ nondiscrimination Fairness Act reintroduction; is focusing on economic consequences for state and has volunteered to speak to governor; received coverage from salon.com
Karolyn Isenhart

· Event with Sen. Sherrod Brown, and Sen. Chris Coons, at Speakeasy 3/31

· Democratic Women’s Caucus holding Ready to Run campaign training event at Cleveland State, 8:30-5 on April 29

· Antonio, Marx and Gabrielle Jackson represented Lakewood at recent Women’s Caucus event

Executive Committee Reports
1st VP Kristine Pagsuyoin: Programs

· Introduces Community Service Program and Lindsey Grdina

· Seeking ideas for volunteer-events, contact Lindsey

· Emissary needed for April 29 Great American Cleanup event for Earth Day

· Women’s History Month

· Discusses origins of event

· Discusses Bernice Pike, early 20th century activist, helped women win right to vote in Lakewood (even before Cleveland)

· Related items loaned by Lakewood Historical Society, and other information, on display at meeting

· Women’s rights legal-history highlights sheet prepared with help of Carol Ward

2nd VP Eric Meinhardt: Fundraising

· Summer supper planning underway

· Room surveyed and no objections to a different venue

· Schmidt, Winkler helping on event

· Survey results from February meeting collated and on tables

Treasurer Maureen Dostal

· Audit is pending still

· $1,470 in checking account and $2,100 in PayPal

Secretary Chuck Shaughnessy absent due to illness

Monthly Program
Women’s “Her-Story Month” with Cleveland Women’s March organizers Laura Johnson and Claudia Pasmatsiou

· Pagsuyoin introduces them and summarizes their background (physics graduate students at CWRU) and entry into first-time grassroots organizing

· Johnson and Pasmatsiou speak

· describe familiarity, as scientists, with discrimination against women

· Mention March for Science April 22

· speakers, activities for children

· march at 11a.m.

· Details available from Deb Sweeney

· Have continued to receive messages from people inspired to be active by the event

· Answer question about lessons in organizing: start earlier

· Answer question about documentation of the event: an artist recorded the day, interviewed organizers, and is planning to package the material

· Answer question about running for office: both are focused on science careers, and Pasmatsiou is a Greek citizen

· Answer question about Science March: yes, climate change and freshwater conservation will be addressed

Pagsuyoin:

· Mentions that climate change is also topic of April Dem Club meeting

· Introduces member Gabrielle Jackson

· Teaches fourth grade in Slavic Village

· President of NE Ohio Young Black Democrats, promotes voting and running for office

· Member of Lakewood Community Advisory Committee

Jackson describes recent women’s issues panel with Detroit Shoreway

· attended along with Rep. Antonio

· bipartisan panel discussed intersectional women’s issues: affordable healthcare, affordable child care, equal pay

· Suggested similar conversation for future Dem Club meeting

· Noted that wage gap, relative to men, increases in sequence for: women, black women, latinas

Night of Action, explained by Jackson

Attendees asked to write three notes on postcards supplied by Dem Club:

1. Thank our representative for helping to stop Trumpcare

2. Support HB 138, creating a hotline to report wage discrimination: Call it to committee

· Write Rep. Marlene Anielski, State and Local Government Chair

· Or write State and Local Gov’t Vice Chair Stephen D. Hambley

3. Invite friends to next Dem Club meeting on April 27

County Council member Dale Miller suggests amending action #2 to ask for “full hearings” specifically; suggestion welcomed

Postcard writing action proceeds

Mackay recognizes Judge Thomas O’Malley

Meinhardt announces $86 of 50/50 raffle tickets sold, draws for winner

Meinhardt motions to adjourn

[C.P.S. Word: DEM CLUB – 2017.03.30 Minutes] These were done by Matt Kuhns as Chuck Shaughnessy was absent due to illness.
